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To clarify the Postal Service’s request to include the inbound portion of a bilateral 

agreement with Australia Post within the Inbound Market Dominant Multi-Service 

Agreements with Foreign Postal Operators 1 product,1 the Postal Service is requested 

to provide written responses to the following questions.  The responses should be 

provided as soon as possible, but no later than January 3, 2017. 

 

1. The instant agreement appears to share more cost and market characteristics 

with the Inbound Market Dominant Exprès Service Agreement 1 in Docket No. 

R2011-6 than the agreements within the Inbound Market Dominant Multi-Service 

Agreements with Foreign Postal Operators 1 product in Docket No. R2010-6. 

a. Please explain how the instant agreement differs from the Inbound Market 

Dominant Exprès Service Agreement 1. 

                                            
1
 Notice of United States Postal Service of Type 2 Rate Adjustment, Notice of Filing Functionally 

Equivalent Agreement and Application for Non-Public Treatment of Materials Filed Under Seal, December 
22, 2016 (Notice). 
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b. Please provide a justification supporting a finding of functional equivalence 

between the instant agreement and the agreements within the Inbound 

Market Dominant Multi-Service Agreements with Foreign Postal Operators 

1 product in light of the fact that the instant agreement uses a different 

rate structure than the agreements within the Inbound Market Dominant 

Multi-Service Agreements with Foreign Postal Operators 1 product. 

c. The agreements within the Inbound Market Dominant Multi-Service 

Agreements with Foreign Postal Operators 1 product have termination 

dates.  However, the Inbound Market Dominant Exprès Service 

Agreement 1 does not have a termination date.  Please confirm that there 

is no termination date for the instant agreement. 

2. Please see Attachment, filed under seal. 

3. Please refer to the Excel file “Australia-WP-Inbound_IB PRIME Expres Analysis 

02.xls,” tab “02_Inputs.” 

a. Please explain the concept of catch up revenue in cell C100. 

b. The source of the volume in cell C101 is cited as “International 

Accounting.”  Please confirm that this volume reflects actual volume for 

inbound small packets from Australia in FY 2016.  If not confirmed, please 

explain the source of this data. 

c. Please see Attachment, filed under seal. 

 
By the Chairman. 
 
 
 

Robert G. Taub 
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